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Time has passed quickly and I am 

now nearly 10 months here in CWH 

as the new Warden. 

I had a wonderful time with Michael, 

learning from him all that is needed 

to take care of the house and resi-

dents. We had a very inspiring CWH 

50th anniversary celebration when 

we had the opportunity to thank Mi-

chael for the many years of dedica-

tion. It was truly very moving to see 

how many people he and Celia had touched with their lives and ministry here. 

Back to the unfolding of my role at CWH, one of the first tasks was to implement a cash-

less payment system and I am happy to report that this is now fully operative. The book 

keeping is also computerised and what has made a great difference in the way we are 

able to run CWH.  We are in the process of finalising a new website which will be upload-

ed soon. Older residents may be sad to hear that the office is no longer in the basement. 

We needed to move upstairs to be more accessible and we chose to use the room at the 

entrance of house 11 to be the new office/reception. It continues to be a busy space with 

residents coming in and out with requests, asking for practical information and some-

times just for a chat. This was also the year when our lease was increased and we had to 

adjust our prices as well. We were able to ensure a 5% increase (from £20 to £21 for a 

single room; and also £1 increase for double rooms), even though our lease increase was 

many times higher than that. 

At the moment the house is hosting residents from over 30 nationalities. It’s been a great 

joy hosting and getting to know them and all their interesting research, cultural back-

grounds and of course, tasting some of their food. We now have monthly meals together 

as well as tea parties at the beginning of each term. In addition, we have been able to 

organise other events to offer residents chances to meet each other. Laura, my wife, has 

been very committed to creating such opportunities and residents have benefited from 

her great cooking skills. We have also been supported by committed residents who are a 

part of the CWH team. We meet every two weeks to discuss what is happening in the 

house; from the well-known issues around sharing kitchens and bathrooms, to the deep-

er tasks such as taking the time to pray for the residents. 

We had an end of term Christmas Jumper, Mince Pies & Carols party with a prize for the 

ugliest jumper. It was followed by the annual Christmas Banquet which was are organ-

ised with the International Pastorate, hosted in St Aldates church. 

OXFORD PASTORATE HOUSING ASSOCIATION 
Issue 9 

December 2016 
Commonwealth 

House 

News 

Matthias in his new office. 

Celebratory  Meal 

New Wardens –Matthias and 

Laura 

Michael’s Leaving Speech 

Warden’s first impressions by Matthias Ogi 



 

 

 

The 'Foundation Plaque' in the entrance 

hall of House 11 reminds us, in its beau-

tifully painted colourful script, of the 

love and care that was put into the 

setting up of Commonwealth House in 

1965-1966. Amy Mulumba has been 

mindful of this, and began to plan for a 

50th Anniversary Celebration event, at 

least a year ago; and as 9th April drew 

near, she made sure that every detail of 

speakers, onscreen displays and photo-

graphs, and party decorations in the 

church and on tables were ready for the 

event.  Most importantly, she ensured 

that everyone for whom we have a rec-

ord of address was invited, including 

past residents from every past decade, 

so more than 150 friends gathered for 

lunch in St. Aldate's Church.  Thus it was 

that one, from Ethiopia, told Michael 

Mowat that he had arrived in 1973 and 

stayed in the house for ten years! An-

other person told everyone present 

how, as an Oxford student, she helped 

paint the basement of House 11 and 

was sharing cooking with residents fifty 

years ago! 

 

Abu Mulumba spoke with fond memo-

ries of his time, more than ten years 

ago, when he needed Celia and 

Michael's friendly help in settling into 

life in the UK and to find a new home 

amongst us.  He also spoke of Michael's 

tireless use of his gifts in serving resi-

dents through the decades past, for this 

celebration also marked his retirement 

after more than 35 years.  Michael was 

overwhelmed to be given an enormous 

and unique picture of Commonwealth 

House, looking across the street from 

Christ Church, created by a local profes-

sional artist, as well as a 'walking holi-

day' opportunity for later in the year, 

and lastly a 'red ledger' of the kind that 

Michael used to fill with financial ac-

counts, but in this case filled with won-

derful photos and memories provided 

by past residents.  He then recalled 

memories of his predecessor as Warden 

in 1980, and took a microphone around 

the room, interviewing some of those 

present who had surprising stories to 

tell of how the experience of sharing 

with others in the house had really influ-

enced their subsequent lives. 

Amy and Abu, after six years as 'House 

Deans', move out in July with Lilia to a 

home in Oxford, so we took the oppor-

tunity to appreciate the help, warmth, 

and kind attention that they have given 

to individual residents and to the social 

life of the house, not to mention their 

unseen work with the Management 

Committee.  

Finally, this occasion also marked the 

moment for Matthias Ogi to introduce 

himself as Warden, after a two-month 

handover alongside Michael; and for us 

to meet his family too.  We were glad to 

pray for him in his years ahead caring 

for the house, and for them as they pre-

pare to move to live in Oxford. 
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